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April Meeting
Leon Glicenstein, Ph.D
Speaking on “Orchids of Peru”
Thursday, April 16, 2015
Meeting starts 8:00 p.m. @ Franklin Park Conservatory
Mingling and refreshments begin just after 7pm
& Beginner’s Corner is 7:30-8pm

Leon Glicenstein, Ph.D., began growing orchids in 1954 and became assistant to the curator of
orchids at the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens, then Carl Withner, from 1957 to 1960. He has advanced
degrees in Chemistry and Horticulture, with an emphasis on plant breeding, cytology, and
cytogenetics. Working as a plant breeder for five years at Linda Vista S.A. in Costa Rica, he
photographed, in the wild, approximately 80% of the then known orchid species of Costa Rica. He
also found new species such as Telipogon glicensteinii, Macroclinium glicensteinii, Pterichis leo,
Stenorrhynchos glicensteinii, and Lepanthes glicensteinii. He won the second American Orchid
Society Dillon/Peterson Essay Contest using one of his Costa Rican experiences. He has
photographed many of the orchids in the Northeastern United States, Florida, and all of the orchids
in California, where he located some taxa not formerly known to exist there. As a respected
lecturer, has given numerous conservation oriented programs both nationally and internationally,
showing orchids growing in their native habitats. Leon has been an invited guest speaker at both the
Vancouver and Miami World Orchid Conferences. He has published numerous articles in the
American Orchid Society magazine [including a 10 part series on Jewel and Painted-leaf Orchids with
a supplement] and some in the Orchid Digest.
Leon joined Hoosier Orchid Company in September 1998. As a breeder, as well as a grower, of
orchids at Hoosier Orchid Company Leon specialized in working with members of the
Pleruothalidae, Zygopetalinae, Gongorinae, Angraecoid, Jewel and Painted-leaf orchids, as well as
other groups. He has created numerous novel and new combination not before known, thereby
extended our knowledge of generic relationships within the orchid family. Since the demise of
Hoosier Orchid Company Leon has been consulting with other orchid companies on growing orchids
from seed.
A strong conservationist, Leon was a past chairperson of the American Orchid Societies
Conservation Committee, and has been a member of this committee for decades. He represented
the AOS at the international conservation meeting in Costa Rica in 2007. In 2013 Leon was elected
to the position of “Fellow of the American Orchid Society” for “… outstanding contributions to

conservation, hybridizing, and the educational advancement of the Orchidaceae” [AOS’s words], an
honor given to only nine other people since the inception of the American Orchid Society.
Before coming to Hoosier Orchid Company he worked for an internationally known plant breeding
company breeding crops such as Chrysanthemum, Carnation, Azalea and Roses.
The presentation Leon will be doing for us this month was created during an 8 day trip to Southern
Peru where he was asked by the Amazon Center for Environmental Education and Research to be a
tour guide. The talk/presentation consists of 50 of the orchids he encountered in the habitat as
well as other native plants, some animals, and the beautiful scenery…which included a trip to
Machu Picchu.
Leon will not be bringing plants for sale so it’ll be another members’ plant sale night.
Remember…we ask that you please donate 20% of your proceeds back to the society. 
We’ll be having our “meet and greet” w/Leon before the meeting at Aladdin’s Eatery in Bexley at
2400 E Main Street at 6pm.

President’s Message

Quality
It’s all about quality. Which orchids have the best flowers? How much of that is subjective, how
much objective?
As it turns out, it’s almost all subjective. What do you like? Do you like big fluffy flowers? Or many,
little, cute ones? Dark vivid colors or pastels? Electric neons? Patterns or solids? White flowers?
Green ones?
There is an objective aspect to all this, but it only comes into play after the subjective. WHICH
orange cattleya flower is the best? Well there are different shapes, sizes, and numbers of flowers as
well as shades of colors. Not to mention blooming season, fragrance and flower life expectancy.

The AOS judging system has attempted to quantify the
awards system to eliminate as much as possible the judges’
subjective tastes. But that has only served to immortalize
individual judges’ tastes now forever frozen in the awards
lists and photos. Because they first have to CHOOSE which
plants to judge. And, of course, form gets so many points.
But does THAT judge like pointy, curly lips, flat ones, or big
ruffly ones? And all too often they completely fail to
recognize the value, beauty or rarity of color types that
aren’t their preference. Darker flower?? Oh yeah, that
Lowe’s paph will get awarded. Rare album or pastel variety
of unsurpassed subtlety and beauty? Nah, pass it up! A
plant they haven’t seen before? Nope, no award there!
Species or hybrids in unfamiliar genera? Not gonna
happen!
So an award is no guarantee of quality. Far from it, I’ve
seen plenty of new awards that went to plants that clearly
shouldn’t have even been considered - if the judges had
had more exposure - or it didn’t belong to a friend of theirs.
So back to what DOES determine quality. YOU. You determine the quality of a plant’s flowers. You
like orange ones? Look. Look at plants at shows, at meetings, online. Look at hundreds, thousands
of pics. And then get the one that makes your heart sing. Cause that’s what it’s all about.
Unfortunately for me, I’m not good at making such choices. I have too many orange cattleyas!
And this may change over time. I have not
traditionally been a big fan of smaller flowers.
Maybe it’s my eyesight, maybe it’s just my flair for
the dramatic. But I have noticed in online photos
that sometimes it’s the smallest flowers that are
the most photogenic.
So, when you read through the roster of plants
awarded at our show this year, don’t be too
surprised when you see that a very tiny, leafless
plant (yes, there are many leafless orchids! Look
them up - you may find a new passion!),
Chiloschista virdiflava (pictured to the right) got
the President’s Award. I chose it for its beauty,
rarity and difficulty of culture. With a plant that
consisted of just roots spread over a tiny mount,
and flowers the size of my thumbnail, it might not
have been the obvious first choice for many. But that’s where experience comes in - and time. Take

time. Look at each plant carefully, until you can see it in all its very own special glory. You may
surprise yourself!
~ Tennis Maynard

COOS Spring Show Results!
There were six American Orchid Society (AOS) awards issued.
These included a First Class Certificate (FCC) with 91 points for Paphiopedilum Johanna Burkhart exhibited by Steve
Helbling (Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society). Steve also received a Certificate of Cultural Merit (CCM) with 90 points
for this same plant – quite an achievement.
Other awards included a CCM with 87 points for Edgar Stehli’s (Windswept in Time) Lycaste Pixie; an AOS Award of
Merit (AM) with 81 points for Chiloschista viridiflava exhibited by Ed and Dana White (Greater Cincinnati Orchid
Society); and an AM with 80 points for Lycaste (Wyld Promise x Malibu Canyon) exhibited by Russ Vernon (New
Vision Orchids).
Additionally, the AOS judges awarded a silver certificate with 87 points to the Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society
exhibit.
Best of Class trophies were awarded to the following:
Classes 1-4
Windswept in Time Exhibit
Classes 5-7
Central Ohio Orchid Society Exhibit
Classes 8-9
Tom and Pat Stinson’s Exhibit
Classes 10-14 Encyclia bractescens (Michele Little, Miami Valley Orchid Society)
Classes 15-25 Enanthleya Banana Split (Steve Helbling, Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society)
Classes 27-39A Paphiopedilum Johanna Burkhart ‘Pam Giust’ (Steve Helbling, Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society)
Classes 40-42 Phragmipedium Hanne Popow ‘Memoria Ralph Neagle’ (Steve Helbling, Greater Cincinnati Orchid
Society)
Classes 43-57 Doritaenopsis (Ruey Lin Beauty x Sogo Cherry) (Russ Vernon, New Vision Orchids)
Classes 58-69 Chiloschista viridiflava (Ed and Dana White, Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society)
Classes 70-78 Odontodia Victoria Village (Russ Vernon, New Vision Orchids)
Classes 79-81 Cymbidium Little Black Sambo (Edgar Stehli, Windswept in Time Orchids)
Classes 82-88 Dendrobium polysema (Barry Jones, Orchid Outlet)
Classes 89-92 Masdevalia Paul Mertinod (Larry Sanford, Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society)
Classes 93-99 Lycaste Pixie (Edgar Stehli, Windswept in Time Orchids)
Class 101
Cattleya nobilor (Edgar Stehli, Windswept in Time Orchids)
Class 102
Paphiopedilum Johanna Burkhart ‘Pam Giust’ (Steve Helbling, Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society)
Classes 103-108 Needle Felted Orchid on Woven Beaded Background (Nancy Heath, Orchid Inspirations in Fiber)
Special awards included:
AOS Show Trophy
Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society Exhibit
President’s Trophy
Chiloschista viridiflava - grown by Ed and Dana White, Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society
Show Chair Trophy
Windswept in Time Orchids Exhibit
Best of Show
Paphiopedilum Johanna Burkhart ‘Pam Giust’ grown by Steve Helbling, Greater Cincinnati
Orchid Society

Best Angraecoid
Aerangis fastuosa grown by Edgar Stehli, Windswept in Time Orchids
Best Ascocenda
Ascocentrum garayi grown by Don Weber, Central Ohio Orchid Society
Best Epidendrum
Encyclia bractescens grown by Michele Little, Miami Valley Orchid Society
Jack Wiss Trophy
Tom and Pat Stinson Exhibit
Orchid Court (Trichopilia) Trichopilia suavis grown by Edgar Stehli, Windswept in Time Orchids
Richard Ansley (Phalaenopsis) Doritaenopsis (Ruey Lin Beauty x Sogo Cherry) grown by Russ Vernon, New Vision
Orchids

~COOS display
I think it’s safe to say that most of us weren’t sure how things would turn out given we were having the show on
Easter weekend but, as luck would have it, it all worked out great. We had a respectable number of gorgeous
displays for a Holiday weekend and while I wasn’t there on Sunday (so I can’t speak to that day)…Friday and Saturday
had a steady crowd of people the entire time I was there. And, based on the above AOS info…we had quite an
impressive number of trophies awarded! I think, all in all, the show was a wonderful success!
On behalf of the Board members…I would like to thank all the folks that were able to help out this past weekend
w/your time and/or food donations… Your participation was greatly appreciated and w/out your help we could not
have pulled this off. A ginormous THANKS to all of you!
Lastly, I hope everyone had as much fun as I did. And, I trust that each of you were able to find something new and
interesting to add to your collections. (I did! )
Until next year….

Membership
Time to renew your COOS membership! Our membership runs January through December and we
hope to issue a new Directory this spring, so please renew as soon as possible because only ACTIVE
members can be listed and we’d hate to leave anyone out.
Please send your completed forms and check (made payable to COOS) to: Tom Bell-Games, COOS
Membership, 1615 Andover Road, Columbus, OH 43212. Membership is $20 for individuals and
$25 for families. Click HERE for the form.
Currently the following people’s renewals have been
received by Tom:
Susan Allison
Eileen Ansley
Lorna Armstrong
Norm and Lorie Baldwin
Scott Bever
Tom and Rosina Bell-Games
Dorothy Burchfield (hon life)
Elly Campbell
Clarence and Janet Cardwell (hon life)
Suzanne Cavazos
Tom Franczak
Joel Harris and Luzminda Seno Harris
Katrina Heap
Wauneta Kerr
Dave and Edna Markley
Bob Pallagi (hon life)
Justin Pepperney and Wendy Chrisman
Gregorio Placeres
Tessie Steelman
Tom and Pat Stinson (hon life)
Sandy and Terry Stohr
Brenda and LaRioja Vannoy
Margo Washburn
Dianna Wears
Don Weber
Elaine Welsh
It looks like we are missing some names…please take care of this right away. If you renewed and
you don’t see your name on the above list…let Tom know so we can make the correction
immediately. Thanks, folks!

2014/2015 COOS Board Members

Term of Officers – January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2015
President:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President:
Secretary:
Assistant Secretary:
Treasurer:
Assistant Treasurer:

Tennis Maynard
Bill Cavanaugh
Dave Markley
Ken Mettler
Justin Pepperney
Katrina Heap
Edna Markley
Tom Bell-Games

Immediate Past Pres

Tom Franczak

COOS Trustees
Term of Office Expires December 31st of year shown
Lori Baldwin
Eileen Ansley
Screll Jones
Elly Campbell

2015
2015
2017
2017

740 246-4713
614 457-7774
614-864-7924
614 557-9947

Program Chair
Home Show Chair
Away Show Chair
Recorder
Newsletter Editor
Collect/Disburse Monies
Membership Chair

614 586-6005
614 878-1745
614 471-5437
740 380-3509
614 804-1167
614 471-4618
614-471-5437
614 487-1623
830-714-7611

Show Table Results
March show table results:
Where the judges thought it appropriate, additional place awards were made.
Plant of the Month
Katrina Heap

Dendrobium Mingle’s Sapphire

Cattleya Species
Tennis Maynard
Dave & Edna Markley
Dave & Edna Markley

Laelia jongheana
Cattleya intermedia v coerulea
Cattleya intermedia v orlata

1st
2nd
3rd

Cattleya Hybrids
Tennis Maynard
Gary Walker
Gary Walker
Tennis Maynard
Dave & Edna Markley
Tom & Pat Stinson

Pot Afternoon Delight ‘Magnetisim’
Slc Jewel Box
Iwan Apple Blossom ‘Fangtastic’
Lc Trick or Treat
Blc Yellow Bird
C walkeriana ‘Pendentive’ x C intermedia ‘aquinii’

1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd

Oncidiae –Species and Hybrids
Dave & Edna Markley
Tom &Pat Stinson
Tennis Maynard
David & Edna Markley

Colm Wild Cat ‘Bobcat’
Oda Cathi ‘Xanthic Vision’
Psychopsis (Onc) Kalihi ‘Yellow Bird’
Odcdm Tiger Crow ‘Golden Girl’

1st
1st
2nd
3rd

Paphiopedilum -Species and Hybrids
Tennis Maynard
Tom & Pat Stinson
Tom & Pat Stinson

Paph lowii
Paph macabre
Paph lowii

1st
2nd
3rd

Phragmipedium -Species and Hybrids
Dave & Edna Markley
Tom & Pat Stinson
Tennis Maynard

Phrag Wosner Super Grande
Phrag Jason Fischer ‘New Vision’
Phrag bessae

1st
2nd
3rd

Cymbidium - Species and Hybrids
Larissa Boiwka
Tennis Maynard
Tennis Maynard

Cym hybrid (unknown)
Cym England’s Rose ‘Spring Green’
Cym Tiger Haze

1st
2nd
3rd

Phalaenopsis Species and Hybrids
Tom & Pat Stinson
Tom & Pat Stinson

Phal hybrid (unknown)
Phal Timothy Crhistopher

1st
2nd

Gary Walker

Phal hybrid (unknown)

3rd

Epidendrums/Encyclia Species and Hybrids
Katrina Heap
Epidendrum centropetalum
Don Weber
Epidendrum stamfordianum
Tennis Maynard
Encyclia vitelline

1st
1st
3rd

Others – Species and Hybrids
Katrina Heap
Tessie Steelman
Tom & Pat Stinson
Katrina Heap
Don Weber
Dave & Edna Markley

1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd

Dendrobium Mingle’s Sapphire [POM]
Lycaste Alma de mi Alma
Masd ignea
Aerangis fastuosa
Ascocentrum ampullaceum
Neostylis Lou Sneary ‘Blue Bird’

Try as I might to collect and post the winning plant info correctly, being human means I can sometimes make
mistakes. I know…I burst some bubbles there, right? HA! Seriously though, if you believe you had a plant that was
recognized at the meeting but I didn’t mention it in the results…please let me know. 

2015 COOS Calendar

General Meetings – Third Thursday of the month…excluding July,
August and December.
Apr 16th
May 21st
June 18th
July – picnic – TBD
Aug – No meeting

Sept 17th
Oct 15th
Nov 19th Potluck Dinner
Dec – No meeting

Board Meetings -Board meetings will be held the second
Tuesday of odd numbered months. 7:00- 8pm.
All members are welcome to observe.
May 12th
July 14th
Sept 8th
Nov 9th

Hospitality
We need volunteers, folks! Please email or call Terry and Sandra and let them know where
and when you can help out.
Terry and Sandra’s contact info 614-261-9978 / tlstohr@hotmail.com.
April: Pat Stinson
Deb & Gary Walker
Scott Bever
May: Tom & Rosina Bell-Games
We need 2 more volunteers here!
June, Sept, and Oct are all wide open and if you haven’t yet volunteered, please pick a month and get
your name on the list.

Culture Corner

Growing Healthy Orchids
Courtesy of American Orchid Society website (additional resources)

Healthy orchids are the result of a carefully planned culture regimen in which the plants are
observed on a regular basis and grown in a clean environment. Many ailments can be quickly
detected and dealt with before they affect other specimens in a collection. A few minutes
spent each week checking plants is the best prescription for a clean bill of health.

An effective program begins with the purchase of vigorous orchids. Invest in specimens
bearing green leaves devoid of black or yellow marks. The plants should be securely rooted in
a mix that is firm, not mushy and acrid.
Isolate new purchases for two weeks before adding them to a collection to prevent any insects
or diseases from infecting other orchids. If any ill effects are noticed, take the plant back to the
seller and ask for advice, or request a replacement.
Maintain a spotless growing area. Remove faded flowers and dead leaves promptly. Water
early enough in the day so the plants and flowers dry by night. Do not let puddles of water
accumulate. Operate fans or open windows (during warm weather) to provide adequate
ventilation. Fertilize enough, but not too much, or weak growth, which is susceptible to insects
and diseases, will result.
When an infection is noticed, act swiftly. Identify the culprit. Take the plant (or a sample leaf
or flower) to an orchid society meeting, the nursery where the plant was purchased or a
county cooperative extension service. Wrap the sick specimen in a plastic bag to prevent it
from infecting plants at the destination. However, do not leave it in an unvented car in the
summer, or an unheated car in the winter, or additional injury may result. The ailment will
most likely be one of four basic kinds.
Insects
Aphids, scale, mealybugs, thrips and spider mites are a few of the insects that attack orchids.
The first three are easily seen; the last pair require the aid of a magnifying lens. Talk with local
orchid growers to learn how to identify these insects and their symptoms. New growth and
buds are common attack points. Understand the insects' life cycles and apply repeated doses
of a control to eliminate all phases. Soft, cottony mealybugs on this new paphiopedilum
growth will deform the leaves. Prompt action is necessary to eliminate the insects.
Diseases
Fungi and bacteria injure orchids. A warm and humid environment with inadequate ventilation
creates the perfect atmosphere in which fungi and bacteria thrive, causing soft spots, sunken
areas on leaves, root rot and other ailments. Inadequate air circulation and damp conditions
can induce Botrytis cinera, which ruins flowers with its fine speckling.
Viruses
Orchids are prone to viruses that can cause flowers to be abnormal. Typical symptoms are
streaking of color and deformity of flowers, and irregular light and dark streaks in leaves.
When uncertain if a virus is to blame, consult a professional. Businesses exist that will test
orchids for the presence or absence of virus. Destroy virus-infected plants; viruses can infect
other orchids and cause harm.
Viruses are spread by animal insect vectors, and by improper hygiene, such as ineffective
sterilization techniques on recycled pots and clips, and cutting tools. When severing a flower
cluster or dividing orchids, always sterilize the cutting tool by passing the blade through a
flame or dipping in alcohol. Use disposable gloves on each plant to be divided.

Physiological Disorders
An imbalance of water, light and temperature creates symptoms of problems. For example,
overwatering can cause roots to rot, and, because the plant cannot absorb water, the
pseudobulbs to shrivel. The effect is noticed on the psuedobulbs, but the cause is in the
medium. Frequently, a change in the care program will solve physiological ailments.
Once an insect or disease problem is identified, choose an appropriate solution. Do not reach
for the nearest available pesticide. Consider effective options that will not harm the
environment. A cluster of aphids on a cattleya shoot can be carefully wiped off with a cloth
soaked in sudsy warm water. Dab away mealybugs lodged in a bloom sheath with a cotton
swab dipped in alcohol. Diatomaceous earth sprinkled on the medium discourages snails and
slugs.
Occasionally it is necessary to rely on a chemical, especially when many plants are involved.
Some growers plan regular spray programs to control insects and diseases. Houseplant insect
sprays are handy to spot-check a single plant, especially in the home (but remove the plant
from the growing area prior to spraying); more elaborate systems may be employed for larger
operations.
Before spraying, be forewarned that some chemicals will damage flowers. The oil carrier
(usually xylene) in emulsifiable pesticides can injure flowers or plants, often in conjunction
with high temperatures.
Frequently repeated applications are necessary to eradicate all traces of an insect. Be
prepared to spray two or three times at seven-to 10-day intervals.
Before applying any chemical:












Write down the phone number of a physician or a local poison control center.
Make sure no people or pets are in the area. Keep them away from the spray site for 24
hours.
Move orchids grown indoors to a well-ventilated area.
Read the label directions.
Make sure the substance is recommended for orchids.
Be certain the toxin is the right one for the job.
Wear appropriate clothing to protect yourself.
Know how to dispose of the unused toxin.
Clean yourself thoroughly after applying any toxic substance.
Clean the equipment and then store it beyond the reach of curious hands.
Make sure the area has been replenished with fresh, clean air before family, friends and
pets re-enter the area.

Some orchids benefit from being placed outdoors for the summer. Before their return indoors
in the autumn, thoroughly inspect each specimen to prevent any unwanted guests from
entering the growing area. Once indoors, populations of aphids, mealybugs, spider mites and
other insects increase dramatically in the warm and moist environment. Inspect the

container's sides, drain hole, developing buds and all of the foliage, especially the undersides
of leaves, where insects often lurk.
Spend the time to understand how orchids grow during each season. Then should a problem
arise, it can be dealt with effectively in a way that is safe for the plant, the owner and the
environment.

Lycaste x micheli 'Everglades Amarillo' CHM/AOS grown by Everglades Orchids. Photo © G. Allikas

