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June Meeting – “This Month’s Program: Virus Testing Workshop
Thursday June 19, 2008
8:00 p.m., Franklin Park Conservatory Classrooms
7:30 – 8:00p.m., Beginners’ Corner

My orchid has a what…..?
Of all the ailments that can plague our orchids, viruses are the most mysterious. It can be hard to tell if a
particular plant has a virus. Sometimes, you may see color breaks (irregular streaks or spots of lighter or darker
color) in the flower segments. Sometimes the leaves show ringspots, chlorotic streaks, or other symptoms.
Sometimes there are no symptoms at all. Even if there are no outwardly visible symptoms, the plant is
weakened, and won’t perform as it should.
While many other orchid diseases can be cured, once a plant has a virus, it is
usually permanent. And worse, that plant can spread the virus to other plants
in your collection if you are not aware and careful. If a plant is diagnosed
with a virus, the usual advice is to carefully dispose of the plant and get a new
one.
But how do you know if the plant has a virus? Fortunately, now there are
tests that can detect viruses in the plant. The Central Ohio Orchid Society has
purchased a number of these test strips, and they will be available at the
meeting for anyone who wants to bring one or more plants in to test. The cost
is $5.00 per test strip, which is an inexpensive way to determine if you have a
virus problem. The test strips identify Cymbidium mosaic virus and
Odontoglossum ringspot virus, the two most common viruses found in cultivated orchids. Despite the names,
these viruses can infect almost any orchid, so don’t think your Phalaenopsis plants are immune!
We will be discussing virus symptoms, transmission and control. Think of it as a health department seminar for
orchids. Bring any plant(s) that you want to test—especially those that have strange blotches or streaks on the
leaves, or that have had color breaks in the flowers.
And again, as I will have no plants for sale, this will be a member’s plant sale night. Bring your plants and your
wallets. As is our usual custom we'll be having a pre-meeting meet-and-greet dinner at 6PM, this month at
Aladdin's on East Main Street, just east of the conservatory. All members are welcome!

Ken Mettler
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President’s Message
Columbus - Orchid Town!
Well, I don't know about you, but I was really wowed by the display at our very own COOS meeting last
month. Our show table was a veritable orchid show in itself with over 115 plants, more than I've ever seen and
more than Jim Harper, our most senior member, has ever seen there as well!

.

Lc. Chitchat ‘Tangerine’

Great work, everybody! It's really
something now just to go to the
meeting and see the great variety of
well-grown, well-loved plants
everyone brings in. And I want to
thank those who judge our show
tables, too - they really have their
work cut out for them with the huge
variety and quality of plants. And for
those of you who've been naughty
and skipped the last couple of
meetings, you should know we now
have a rack for hanging plants, so
don't be shy about bringing in your
mounted plants, vandas, stanhopeas,
and whatnot

Let's keep it up. And remember we've got a contest running as well...who will be this year's winner? And now
that we're seeing such numbers of good plants, it's time to remind everyone that we're really going to be needing
a lot of outstanding plants for our exhibit next spring at our 50th anniversary MAOC...and now we know you've
got 'em!
The year's about half over this month and it's time to start thinking about having a second half that's even better
than the first. So bring in all those plants and let us all see 'em - don't keep 'em to yourselves. And of course that
means coming to the meetings - including our July picnic where we'll have great food, great company, and great
plants - of course this last is up to YOU!

Tennis Maynard
We are well into the new year. Please remember that with the New Year comes the membership renewal season . Our
membership year is January to December. If you joined the society and you paid your dues in November or December of
last year, you are covered for this year as well. If you have paid your dues already, bless you. If you have not paid your
dues as yet, please renew your membership in the Central Ohio Orchid Society TODAY. Please send your check (made
payable to “Central Ohio Orchid Society” to our membership chair, Jon Young (1752 Marsdale Avenue, Columbus,
OH 43223), OR bring your check to the next meeting. The time is closing in and we must have a cut off date for printing
the new membership directory. If you want to be a part of the show, now is the time to catch up on your dues if you have
not yet done so. Please support the society by renewing as soon as possible. The dues are $15.00 for Individuals and
$20.00 per household.
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Dates for Orchid Judging at the Cincinnati Center: Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati, 2715 Reading Road,
Cincinnati. Registration of Plants at 12:00, Judging starts at 1:00. June 8, July 13, and August 10. 2008.

Welcome New Members
Boy it has been a drought. Not a single new member this month. Time to get out there and recruit new folks
who share our passion. Do the same thing Dan Willis did at the Spring Show. Ask people. You know who likes
orchids. Ask them to join in the fun. It’s always good to have recent additions to the Central Ohio chapter of the
society of orchid addicts.

2008/2009 COOS Officers - Terms of Office are from January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2009
President:
Tennis Maynard
614-252-5710
1st Vice President:
Ken Mettler
Program Chair
740-380-3023
nd
2 Vice President:
Nancy Wagener
Home Show Chair
614-276-8890
3rd Vice President:
Naila Caruso
Away Show Chair
614-868-5861
Secretary:
John Geslak
Recorder
614-837-3556
Assistant Secretary:
Bill Cavanaugh
Newsletter Editor
614-878-1745
Treasurer:
Thom Weiland
Collect/Disburse Monies 614-850-0483
Assistant Treasurer:
Jon Young
Membership Chair
614-272-5256
COOS Trustees – Terms of Office Expire December 31st of the Year Shown.
Jim Harper
2009
614-965-1921
Screll Jones
2009
614-864-7924
Lori Baldwin
2011
740-246-4713
Eilleen Ansley
2011
614-457-7774
Tom Franczak
Immediate Past President
614-868-5636

Odm. Midnight Miracle
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Bletilla striata var. coerulea

Encyclia prismatocarpa

Notes from the April Meeting.
I know that this may sound like a repeat and truthfully, sometimes I don’t change things in the newsletter just because it is
easier and I don’t have the time but here is a semi repeat because there is just no other way to do it and do it justice. The
president already stole some of my thunder but I just can’t pass on the opportunity to comment. The show table for the
April meeting was amazing, seventy plants, all well grown and beautifully displayed. The table for the May meeting moved
on to stupendous, awesome, prolific or some other outrageous adjective. It has reached the point where saying things like
cornucopia of plants and blooms does not do justice to the show. It was a show in itself. We had over one hundred fifteen
plants beautifully displayed at the May Show Table. Such a collection of gorgeous blooms is usually only seen at a
sanctioned show. As Tennis noted, the best show table in fifty years. You are truly outdoing yourselves. I never thought
seventy plants at one show table likely, and postulated the day that the day when we see one hundred plants was close
but my tongue was firmly planted in my cheek. Someday maybe. A goal to inspire folks to achieve, yes. But an immediate
expectation…no. So what did you do? You didn’t just hit 100, you blew right by it. Truly amazing!!! That was a really
stupendous show table.
As ever, we encourage you to bring your blooming plants to the show table and share your skills and the beauty of your
plants with your fellow members and to set new records beyond our new official tally of one hundred fifteen plants at a
show table but hey…why not? Obviously, you can do it. The judging was done by Jim Harper, Screll Jones and Thom
Weiland and they did the usual excellent job though it was tough. You try to class and judge that many plants in forty-five
minutes. Where the judges thought it appropriate, and because of the abundance of the show table they thought it was
appropriate very often, classes were divided or additional place awards were made. Wei-Yi Chen, your contest point
tabulator extraordinaire is on the job and the tally of the grower’s points for the new contest, our second and annual
contest, is listed elsewhere in the newsletter. Wei does however ask for a little assistance from the membership. Would
you please print your name and the name of the plant clearly. The tally keeping, especially now for so many plants is a
difficult job and time consuming. It is even harder if he has to guess at the name of the plant or of the exhibitor. So please
help out. If he quits, I intend to draw the name of the next tabulator extraordinaire from a hat and all society members
names will be in it. Props to Margaret Borden for the plant of the month, a very, very nice phal which, as the judges said,
kept drawing your eye to it because it was awesome. Can we hit 100 plants again, come and see at next months show
table.
Plant of the Month
Margaret Borden
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Cattleya Alliance
Dan Willis
Tennis Maynard
Nancy Heath
Tennis Maynard

st

Blc. Ports of Paradise ‘Emerald Isle’
Blc. Greenwich
Enc. Green Hornet
Sc. Crystelle Smith

1
nd
2
nd
2
3 rd

Colm. Wildcat
Onc. Hybrid
Tolumnia hybrid
Odcdm McKenzie Mountain
Onc. Mendenhall x Onc. papillio

1 st
nd
2
nd
2
3 rd
rd
3

Cym. Hybrid

1

Den. dachyphyllm
Den. Golden Aya
Den. chrysotosium

1
nd
2
3 rd

Paph. sukhakulii
Paph. Exol

1 st
rd
3

Phrag. Amozonica x Phrag Sorcerer’s Apprentice
Phrag. urgandiag
Phrag. Magdelene Rose x besseae ‘Paute’

1
nd
2
3 rd

Oncidium Alliance
David & Edna Markley
Tom and Pat Stinson
Tom and Pat Stinson
Tom and Pat Stinson
Screll Jones
Cymbidium
Tessie Steelman

st

Dendrobium
Screll Jones
Screll Jones
Screll Jones

st

Paphiopedilum
Dave and Edna Markley
Screll Jones
Phragmipedium
John Geslak
Tom and Pat Stinson
Bill & Ruth Cavanaugh

st

Phalaenopsis with Many Awards but no Sub Divisions There were 47 Phals what do you expect.
st

Margaret Borden
Tennis Maynard
Screll Jones
Tom and Pat Stinson
Tom Condit
Screll Jones
Tom and Pat Stinson
Tennis Maynard

Phal Taipei Gold x Cassandra
Phal. Alice Gloria x Acker’s Delight’
Phal cornu-cervi var. alba ‘Fangtastic’
Phal Malibu Heart ‘Bonnie Vasquez’
Dtps Gilmore’s Sweetheart ‘Pisgah Heights’
Phal Jiaho’s Pink Girl ‘Sweet Fragrance’
Phal hybrid
Phal. unknown

1
st
1
st
1
1 st
st
1
st
1
st
1
1 st

Screll Jones
Sandra Stohr
Jackie Wade
Tennis Maynard
Tom & Pat Stinson
Dan Willis
Dan Willis
Tessie Steelman
Dan Willis
Jackie Wade
Dave and Edna Markley
Tessie Steelman
Dave and Edna Markley

Phal. Sweetheart
l
Phal. equestris
Phal White Moon x Phal Mushasino
Phal. unknown
Phal Brehid World
Phal Baldan’s Kaleidoscope ‘Golden Treasure’
Phal Sillbama
Dtps Salu Spot
Phal I-Hain Blacksack
Dtps Queen Bear
Phal Dragon’s Charm
Dtps Unrise Star
Phal Redrust

2
2 nd
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
2 nd
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
2 nd

Tennis Maynard
Tennis Maynard
Screll Jones

Phal unknown
Phal unknown
Dtps Sinica Romance ‘Hello Heaven’

3
rd
3
3 rd
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nd

rd

Other
st

Screll Jones
Screll Jones
Dan Willis
Nancy Heath
Dave Sayer
Tennis Maynard
Dan Willis
Tennis Maynard
Screll Jones
Dan Willis

Dry. euradii
Max. varievilis
Stenosarcus Auguard
Sidirea japonica
Ascda John DeBigno ‘Angela’
Cochleanthes White Knight
Morm. Firgers
Bifrenaria tyrianthina
Aeranthes grandiose
Coel. ovalis

1
st
1
st
1
1 st
st
1
st
1
st
1
1 st
st
1
st
1

John Geslak
Tennis Maynard
John Geslak
Dave Sayer

Max richi
Masd. Prince Charming
Aeranthes grandiose
Zygo. Freestyle

2
nd
2
nd
2
2 nd

Screll Jones

chrysobractescens

3

nd

rd

As we have always noted, collecting and posting the winning plant info is sometimes an inexact science, particularly if you
have 100+ plants. If you think you had a plant that was recognized that we have not mentioned, please let me or Wei
know.

Annual Growers Contest
Wei-Yi Chen, our master statistician and overall point guru, has returned, and as glad as we are to see him, we
are also glad to have updated and current totals on the second and annual growers contest. We also wish to note
our appreciation for all of the work that he puts into this, and it is a lot. The totals listed below include the
November, January and February, March, April and May show table as well as the Dayton, West Shore, Akron,
Detroit, Cinci and Indy away shows. That should cover everything to this point.
Grower

Points

Grower

Points

Tom & Pat Stinson
Tennis Maynard
John Geslak
Screll Jones
Bill & Ruth Cavanaugh
Dallas & Ashleigh Ingram
Don Weber
Thom Weiland
Naila Caruso
Tessie Steelman
David & Edna Markley
Lew Beman
Dan Willis
Ken Mettler
Tom Bell-Games
Dave Sayer
Dotty Burchfield
Ben Harriff
Margaret Borden

545
351
274
238
162
161
157
119
101
92
86
64
61
56
52
37
36
33
30

Edwina Carreon
Clifton Hynum
Nancy Heath
Sandra Stohr
Sarah Binder
Tom Condit
Justin Pepperney
Tom Franczak
Elly Campbell
Jackie Wade
Jim Fagan
Sue Dervin
Jon Young
Matina Ross
Lawanda Martin
Wauneta Kerr
Vicki Baden

Keep up the good work. Show those plants.
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28
26
24
20
20
19
18
15
13
12
11
11
10
7
2
1
1

Spring Native Orchid Hike a Success!
On May 17, five intrepid hikers and two guides set out through the deepest, darkest jungles of Hocking County
in an attempt to try to observe and photograph native orchids of Ohio. The weather cooperated—we did not get
drenched by thunderstorms, even though some were not far away.
The first hike was at the Clear Creek Metropark. Here, we were able to find the Showy Orchis (Galearis
spectabilis). One of these plants was in full bloom right beside the trail. Further along the trail, and almost 300
feet higher than our starting point, was a Large Yellow Lady Slipper (Cypripedium pubescens) with two very
showy blooms. The day was off to a good start! During a slight diversion around a recently fallen tree, we
encountered a large millipede (Pleuroloma flavipes) that has the ability to produce cyanide as a defense
mechanism. I let this little guy crawl around my hand for a minute, put him back on the ground, and my hand
smelled distinctly like almonds.
Next we returned to our property for the next leg of the hike. Walking down the driveway, we were able to find
Rattlesnake Plantain (Goodyera pubescens), Cranefly Orchid (Tipularia discolor) and Large Twayblade (Liparis
liliifolia). The Large Twayblade was in bud. The other two will bloom in June and July. Down the hill from
the driveway, we found Puttyroot Orchids (Aplectrum hyemale) in bloom.
In the interest of time, since there were thunderstorms in the area, most of the group drove over to a neighbor’s
property, while a couple of us hiked there. There, we found a large colony of Pink Lady Slippers (Cypripedium
acaule). Unfortunately, we did not find any in bloom. This colony has not bloomed well for a few years now,
possibly due to more shade from a maturing forest canopy. In an open field area, we found Vernal Lady’s
Tresses (Spiranthes vernalis). Despite the name ‘vernalis,’ which means ‘Springtime,’ this species blooms in
August in Ohio. It does bloom in the spring in the far southern parts of its range.
Back into the woods, we found leaves of Large Whorled Pogonia (Isotria verticillata) and the Ragged Fringed
Orchid (Platanthera lacera).
Overall, we saw ten different species of native orchids. Three of these were in bloom, one was in bud, and the
remaining six were in leaf. This represents about one quarter of the orchid diversity in the state.

Ken Mettler

2008 COOS Calendar
June 19
July 20
September 25
October 16
November 1-2
November 20

Meeting (Virus Workshop)
Picnic – Not set for Franklin Park Conservatory grounds
Meeting (speaker to be determined)
Meeting (speaker to be determined)
Mini-show
Potluck Dinner

Board Meetings. Board meetings will generally be held the second Tuesday of odd numbered months with the
exception of September:
May 13
July 8
September 9 November 11
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REGIONAL SHOWS:

It is the summer hiatus. No Shows until September. More info in the July issue.
Reprinted with permission from the March 2008 issue of the Illinois Orchid Society Newsletter

Tricks of the Trade – Creating Mounts with Sphagnum Moss
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor
Working with sphagnum moss can be messy and a chore. To create easy
mounts’ with sphagnum moss try using pressed moss (e.g. for basket
liners [see fig]). The moss is highly compressed (about 1/8th of an inch
thick), but when wet will expand to over a ½ inch. The compressed sheets
are easy to cut with a pair of scissors into any desired shape. Prepare your
mount and position the plant
directly on the mount. Measure & cut out a ‘blanket’ of moss in the
desired size and shape. Immerse briefly in water, position over the roots,
and wire it in place. Voila! Done! [One source of basket liners is CalWest. ( www.orchid-supplies.com )

Editor’s Corner:
What to say, what to say? How does one stay relevant in a world full of talking heads, blogs, spin meisters and
pundits? Ahhh! The wonderful thing is I don’t have to compete with all of that. This is orchidum and it is a
sanctuary. The COOS summer picnic is coming up and for those of you who have never attended you should
seriously consider putting it on your calendar. Good food, good company and orchids in a really great outdoor
setting. What could be better? The Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society will have its annual speakers day in July,
July the 12th to be exact, and you should consider adding that to your calendar. The Fall MAOC meeting will be
held in Cincinnati on the first weekend of September and since that is usually a really good show and since we
will have an entry and since we will be hosting the Spring MAOC six months later, you should consider adding
that to your calendar. The plants can be summered out and you should do that soon if you’re going to and have
not already done so. For me at least, it is so much easier to water and fertilize outdoors. Cuts a couple of hours
of work/fun right out of my week. It brings a few other problems, insects and squirrels among them but this year
I am going to rely on neem oil and other less toxic palliatives and if that doesn’t work I will bring out the big
guns and kill everything in the yard. So treat your plants to the great out of doors, fire up the grill, pull out that
chaise and kick back. It’s summer and the living is easy. Enjoy.
Bill C.

Auction, Action, Auction…
The June meeting will feature an auction as well as the virus clinic. Now I would love to tell you everything
about the auction but I can only tell you that which I know and that is this. There will be good stuff. Flasks, a
rare plant or maybe two, a specimen plant or so, a 400 watt grow light, a very good book on paphs, a book on
tape (don’t know the title), and other interesting goodies I am sure. Bring your moola, all proceeds go to benefit
the society. Bid, bid and bid on the items that you want the most. Don’t be shy. And remember, terms of the
sale is cash as in cash. We will take a check. We can’t take credit. Bring lots of cash because it is a member
plant sale night as well. :>)
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Paph Golden Fleece

Slc. Final Touch ‘Mendenhall’

Hospitality
Thanks so much to Tai Maddox, Ruth Cavanaugh and Norm and Lori Baldwin, as well as any others who may have
contributed to the excellent hospitality table at the May meeting. Also, a huge thank you, in advance, as well, to all of
those who have signed up to provide snacks and goodies for the upcoming meetings. Below is a list of who has signed up
for future dates and the month they signed for. As is ever the case, the spots highlighted in red and reading Volunteer
Needed, have no volunteers. For those of you who just can’t wait to participate, you will note that we have openings in
September and October, that would be NO volunteers for either meeting. Please give Clifton a call or sign up at the next
meeting to let him know you would like to add your name to the merriment roster.
If you have to cancel try to get a person from the following month to switch or ring Clifton to change months.
Remember, Clifton Hynum, noted orchidophile, raconteur and hospitality committee chairman, has a new phone number.
If you try to call him at the old one you will not reach him and you will get frustrated. (It has happened already.) So if you
need to get Clifton on the line, call him at 975-1001.
2008
June
June
June

Dallas & Ashleigh Ingram
Ed Davis
Sandra Stohr

August

No Meeting

September
September
September

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

October
October
October

July

COOS Picnic

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

If you have already volunteered for one of these dates, bless you and I will list your name as soon as I have it, just as a
reminder.
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Bc. Maikai

Cincinnati Speakers Day!!!
After way more work than should have been necessary, I have been able to attach a registration form for the
annual speakers day scheduled this year for Saturday July 12, 2008. Two good speakers, we have seen Glen
Decker here, Kovachii is always an interesting subject and George Hatfield speaking on Cymbidiums and
Japanese hybrids. Add plant sales and an auction and, as I have said, it is a day that you should consider adding
to your summer schedule. If you want more info or a better form go to http://www.gardenersutopia.com/GCOS/.
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THE CENTRAL OHIO ORCHID SOCIETY
c/o BILL CAVANAUGH
4965 OLD TREE AVENUE
COLUMBUS, OH 43228

CENTRAL OHIO ORCHID SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER

WDC
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