Central Ohio Orchid Society - REPORTER
Newsletter Editor: Bill Cavanaugh, brobdingnag@prodigy.net

October 2007

October Meeting – Dry Rest Orchids
Thursday October 18, 2007
7:30 p.m., Franklin Park Conservatory Classrooms
7:30 – 8:00p.m., Beginners’ Corner

Oh, for a long winters nap…
When the days grow short and the nights grow long and cold, who wouldn’t want a long rest? Many orchids do,
as it turns out. Some will die if their rest is disturbed, some
simply won’t flower. So many questions come to
mind…when to set the alarm clock, will they wake up on their
own or need a gentle nudge, and if so, when?
Join us this month when Marni Turkel will present her talk,
“Give it a Rest”, on dry rest orchids.
Marni has been growing orchids for almost thirty years and
now has three greenhouses in Santa Rosa, California. She has
been a contributor to Orchids Magazine with her series called
“Well worth the Space”, and has co-authored several articles
with Eric Christenson. Her articles have been translated into
Dutch, German and Portuguese for international publication.
Photographs of her plants have been featured in articles for
the past several years in Orchids Magazine, Orchid Digest,
Richardiana, The Orchid Review, and The Australian Orchid
Review.
I have seen many photos of her exquisite plants and she will
be bringing plants for sale, so take out that second, third or fourth
Laelia sincorana v. coerulea
mortgage and bring the cash. Please don’t forget to join us for our usual pre-meeting meet-and-greet at
Aladdin’s on East Main Street just east of the FPC, at 6:00.

Tennis Maynard
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President’s Message
I spoke with members of the Nominating Committee after they recommended a slate for election at the October
meeting. I want to thank them for their service as well as the 2006-07 Board, which will have its final meeting
on November 13. Some board members will recycle into the 2008-09 Board and some will take a deserved rest
until the society calls upon them again in the future.
Tennis Maynard told me that soliciting members to serve as officers and trustees on the next board was a labor
of Hercules. We all need to thank those who when asked to serve were able to reply “Yes.” I was told that
many of you wanted very much to accept invitations but were forced to decline. Has life become so hectic and
overcrowded? If so, maybe we need our orchids more than we ever suspected to keep us grounded.
In the past two years we have made a conscious effort to downsize the work required to keep the society
operating and beneficial to you while not burning out our volunteer labor base. I know we've succeeded with
the newsletter editor job ... and in the process of
decreasing the burden on Bill by going all electronic,
we've wound up with one of the best orchid society
newsletters in the country. Another killer job is away
show chair. I was told that the nominating committee
wanted to make Naila a trustee and give her a rest
from the away show job before she suffered a
meltdown. No takers and Naila bravely re-upped.
But as I mentioned at the September meeting, we will
take serious steps to reduce the size of that job and
generate help too. For starters, we intend to cover as
many shows as practical but our goal is to enter
exhibits that take half an hour to set up or tear down.
That means (1) all table-top (2) the plants and props
must fit in the back seat of a standard sedan, so (3)
we'll select something on the order of the best 8
plants to be taken to an away show, but (4) those who
want their plants shown when they weren't selected
may drive them to/from the away show and we'll fit
them into the exhibit ... no hard feelings but this
decision is not against anyone's plants but is instead
in favor of the setup person. The home show chair
job has been helped by our use of plant registration
software we've received from Jim McCullough
whom we know from the Cincinnati Judging Center.
(Even though we've been using that software for
several years now, it behooves us to make sure that a
number of you learn how to use it for the sake of
continuity.) We have also smoothed out this job by
Phrag. Bel Royal
delegating a big chunk of it to a Volunteer Coordinator who has assisted the home show chair for the past
couple years. And we will keep looking for new ways to use the computer to help the show chair. On the backburner are good intentions to streamline the treasurer's and membership director's jobs.
Now to change topics, our Fall Mini Show and Orchid Sale is right around the corner. We have to talk about
this now because the November newsletter will be too late as this show and sale is always held on the first
weekend of November. We will have a member’s plant sales table. We will sell your excess divisions and
seedlings and whatever for our standard 20% commission. But if you are selling more than 20 plants, we want
you to take your own sales table, which we will provide for a flat $50 fee, no commissions due. If the number
of volunteers helping out is sufficient, we will try to provide some coverage for your sales table when you are
away for lunch or whatever. An exhibit is not necessary to getting a sales table but is encouraged. And to show
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that our heart is in the right place, we are discouraging floor displays, (probably) will not provide our stanchions
and black cloth backdrops, and will encourage you to enter small table-top exhibits. Everyone is encouraged to
do that whether they are selling plants or not. There may or may not be a COOS orphans exhibit ... we should
know by the October meeting date. Talk to Bill Cavanaugh or Jon Young and tell them if you need a sales
table and also tell them they can count on you to work the show. Because we will have a few vendors at this
show we will need a hospitality room and your sandwiches, casseroles and salads to feed them and the
volunteers lunch and snacks.
See you at the meeting and at the show.

Tom Franczak
Please remember that our membership year is January to December. If you joined the society and you paid your dues in
November or December of last year, you are covered for this year as well. If you have paid your dues already, bless you. If
you have not paid your dues as yet, please renew your membership in the Central Ohio Orchid Society TODAY. Please
send your check (made payable to “Central Ohio Orchid Society” to our membership chair, Jon Young (1752 Marsdale
Avenue, Columbus, OH 43223), OR bring your check to the next meeting. Please support the society by renewing as
soon as possible. The dues are $15.00 for Individuals and $20.00 per household.

November Mini-Show and Sale.
Our Fall mini-show and sale is right around the corner. It will be held November 3 and 4 at the Franklin Park
Conservatory from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. We will have a selection of blooming orchids and of course
displays of our members blooming plants. We are also adding several outside vendors this year as we continue
to move the fall show, ever so slowly, (we won’t get there until after MAOC 2009) toward an AOS judged
show. This is also an opportunity to present a display of your own or to contribute blooming plants, much
needed and appreciated, to the society exhibit. It is also a member sale and an opportunity to make space for
new orchids by divesting yourself of those extra plants and divisions and perhaps even turn a modest profit. Of
course volunteers to work the sales and information booths, provide food for the vendors and volunteers (and
recruit new members J ) will be needed as usual. Volunteers should contact Nancy Wagener. We look forward
to seeing you at the show.
2006/2007 COOS Officers - Terms of Office are from January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2007
President:
Tom Franczak
614-868-5636
1st Vice President:
Tennis Maynard
Program Chair
614-252-5710
nd
2 Vice President:
Tom Bell-Games
Home Show Chair
614-487-1623
3rd Vice President:
Naila Caruso
Away Show Chair
614-868-5861
Secretary:
Nancy Heath
Recorder
614-294-6722
Assistant Secretary:
Bill Cavanaugh
Newsletter Editor
614-878-1745
Treasurer:
Dawn Mettler
Collect/Disburse Monies 740-380-3023
Assistant Treasurer:
Jon Young
Membership Chair
614-272-5256
COOS Trustees – Terms of Office Expire December 31st of the Year Shown.
Jim Harper
2009
614-965-1921
Screll Jones
2009
614-864-7924
Ken Mettler
2007
740-380-3023
Nancy Wagener
2007
614-276-8890
Tom Lochner
Immediate Past President
614-487-8197
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Paphiopedilum exul

Paph sanderianum

Welcome New Members
Welcome to Ben Hariff, our most recent additions to the Central Ohio chapter of the society of orchid addicts.

Dates for Orchid Judging at the Cincinnati Center: Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati, 2715 Reading Road,
Cincinnati. Registration of Plants at 12:00, Judging starts at 1:00. October 14. November 11 and December 9.

AWAY SHOW BULLETIN
Naila Caruso, our Away Show Chair, has set but one fall show for us to attend but since there are no other
shows within a three hour drive of Columbus, we won’t hold it against her. We still have not nailed down who
from our Away Show Committee will do the set up but we will need blooming plants and since the show is
the weekend after our meeting the timing is auspicious. Here is one last chance to send your blooming orchids
to be admired and judged, one final push for all of you contenders in the initial and now annual growing
contest. Other traveling distance (or close to it depending on how much you like to travel) shows are listed
later in the newsletter.
October 20-21

Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society Show, Krohn Conservatory, Cincinnati, OH.

The following two articles are reprinted from the Illinois Orchid Society Newsletter with permission and we
greatly appreciate the generosity. In our continuing effort to bring you the best information we can find (it helps
if someone else has already done the heavy lifting) we will spare no expense. And since they didn’t charge us,
bless them, we were spared any expense. I found both interesting and informative and hope you do as well.
Bill
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Tricks of the Trade – Easy Mounting
Dave Tribble, IOS Contributing Editor
When I was a boy I used to fish a lot. I could tie a knot in monofilament fish line blindfolded with one
hand! Now I can’t do it with a magnifying glass. My solution is to use floral wire. I use 24 gauge green
wire. Partially insert two small screws in the back of your mount (one at the top left, the other at the
bottom right). There are no knots to tie. Simply twist the wire a couple of times around the top screw,
wrap up your plant (with or without sphagnum moss) and twist again around the bottom screw.
Back View

Front View

Creating an Orchid Exhibit 101
Sandy Fuller, IOS Contributing Editor

If you have never created an exhibit at an orchid show here are a few tips that I hope will encourage you to try
it. What you will need:
1. Orchids in flower – it is usually recommended to use 1 orchid per square foot of your exhibit.
2. Some type of material to cover the pots the orchids are in and to cover any parts of your exhibit area.
Typically black cloth is used, but you can be creative.
3. Small boxes of different sizes – these are used under the orchids so the exhibit has different levels. These will
need to be covered as well.
4. Possibly a few tables if the exhibit is 25 square feet or more. If the
exhibit size you request is a table or half table, the table is always
provided at our shows.
5. Foliage plant – used for filler and to give the exhibit a natural
appearance.
6. Name tags for each plant – These should be nicely printed and easily
read from 3-4 feet away. Many people prefer the use of black
construction paper as it does not distract the eye when viewing the
exhibit as a whole. If the society is using a computerized registration,
these may be printed and provided by them.
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7. Backdrop – this is not always necessary, check with the show chair to see where your exhibit will be located.
This will help you to determine if it is necessary. There are many approaches to creating exhibits. But I am
proof that you do not have to be very creative to exhibit your orchids. Here is my formula in case you need a
starting point:
When you first arrive at the show, put up your
backdrop, tables (if needed), tablecloths, unpack
your orchids and sort them by color (most people
recommend arranging them by color), determine
which orchid or group of orchids you would like to
use as your focal point. Locate them where you
want to draw the viewers’ eyes and then arrange the
other orchids around them based on their color.
At this point you can determine what orchids could
use boxes under them to give the height needed to
add the desired levels to the exhibit. You will
probably need to move some of the orchids to get
the boxes in so take a mental picture as to where
they are so you can remember. Once you get all the
boxes in place be sure to cover them, so they will
not be visible and then put the orchids back in their
new locations.
Once you are happy with where the plants are located, add your filler foliage plants and the material to cover all
of the pots. If the orchids are in terra cotta pots or nice pots, they do not need to be covered. Make sure your
plant tags that are in the pots are pushed down so they are out of sight. At this point I usually like to add
sphagnum moss to soften up the exhibit. If you have no more changes, add the exhibit plant tags that will
inform the viewers of the plants name and of course make sure you have registered the orchids and then you are
done.
By the way we are proposing a workshop on registering your orchids for a show at a future meeting, if our new
program chair thinks it worthwhile. Sound off if the idea appeals to you. If you have never setup an exhibit our
Fall show is the ideal time to do so as the exhibit sizes are usually a little smaller (just full tables and half tables
– you can get by on five to eight plants) thus easier to start with. We have plenty of black cloth for our members
to borrow for use in their exhibits. If you have any questions about setting up an exhibit, please ask our experts.
A few names that come to mind are Ken and Dawn Mettler, Screll Jones, Naila Caruso and Don Weber.
Pictures are from the Illinois Orchid Society October 2006 Show.

It’s Showtime ….
Shows, shows, shows…’tis Fall and ’tis a very short season indeed. We will have the results of the Cinci show
in the November newsletter.
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Trichoglottis atropurpurea

Vanda sansai blue

Election of New COOS Officers
It is time to elect a new set of officers for the Central Ohio Orchid Society. With the exception of the two
trustees, all positions will be held for two years beginning in 2008. The following were presented at the
September meeting and will be voted on at the October meeting.
President
1 st Vice President
2 nd Vice President
3 rd Vice President
Secretary
Assistant Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

Tennis Maynard
Ken Mettler
Nancy Wagener
Naila Caruso
John Geslak
Bill Cavanaugh
Thom Weiland
Jon Young

Program Chair
Home Show Chair
Away Show Chair
Recorder
Newsletter Editor
Collect/Disburse Monies
Membership Chair

COOS Trustees – Terms of Office Expire December 31st of the Year Shown.
Lori Baldwin
Eileen Ansley
Tom Franczak

2011
2011
2009

Immediate Past President

Notes from the September Meeting.
The show table for the September meeting was a really excellent display. Lots and lots of beautiful and well grown plants.
Over Fifty plants shown by the unofficial tally. I know I heard a dozen members comment on quality of the show table and
the number of plants. Very nice job by all who participated.
As ever, we encourage you to bring your blooming plants to the show table and share your skills and the beauty of your
plants with your fellow members. The judging was done by Ken Mettler and Screll Jones. They did their usual excellent
job. Where the judges thought it appropriate, additional place awards were made. Wei-Yi Chen, your contest point
tabulator extraordinaire is on sabbatical and Tom Weiland, who is filling in while Wei is gone, is also out of country so I will
attempt an unofficial tally that will be subject to correction by Thom or Wei in the next issue. Props to Tom and Pat Stinson
for the plant of the month, a tremendously floriferous Dendrobium Violeta.
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Plant of the Month
Tom and Pat Stinson

Dendrobium Violeta

Cattleya Alliance Large
David Sayer
Edwina Carreon
Ann Dougherty

st

C. Furrow Brown Baby
Bl. Yellow Bird
Cattleya Unknown

1
nd
2
rd
3

Onc. (Psychopsis) Mendenhall
Odcdm. Tiger Crow
Colm. Wildcat ‘Bobcat’
Alcra. Sunday’s Best

1
nd
2
3 rd
rd
3

Paph Transvaal
Paph. King Arthur
Paph. praestans x ?
Paph. Maude Rook x wilheiminae

1
nd
2
3 rd
rd
3

Phrag. longifolium
Phrag. leyanum ophylium (?)
Phrag. Sunset Glow

1
nd
2
3 rd

Mexipedium xerophyticum

1 st

Den. Violeta
Den. O-Ho Arrang
Den. Adrian Lonne

1
nd
2
rd
3

Dracula unknown
Masdevallia unknown

1
2 nd

Phal. Malibu Queen
Dtps. Minho Diamond
Dor. Pulcherima (?)
Phal. amboinensis
Phal. Tsay’s Evergreen

1
nd
2
nd
2
3 rd
rd
3

Ascda. Princess Mikasa
Neofinetia falcate

1
nd
2

Aergs. Splendida
Aergs. luteo-alba
Aergs. luteo-alba v rhodostricta

1
2 nd
rd
3

Cymbidium
Oncidium Alliance
Screll Jones
`
Tom Bell-Games
Bill and Ruth Cavanaugh
Tom and Pat Stinson

st

Paphiopedilum
Screll Jones
Harold Blazier
Harold Blazier
Kim and John Marshall

st

Phragmipedium
Tom and Pat Stinson
Tom and Pat Stinson
Bill and Ruth Cavanaugh

st

Mexipedium
Tom and Pat Stinson
Dendrobium
Tom and Pat Stinson
Tom and Pat Stinson
Ken Mettler

st

Pleurothallids
Ed Davis
Ed Davis

st

Phaelonopsis
Tom and Pat Stinson
Screll Jones
Screll Jones
Kim and John Marshall
Screll Jones

st

Vanda Alliance
Nancy Wagener
Nancy Wagener

st

Aerangis
David Evans
David Evans
David Evans
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Other
David Evans
Tom Bell-Games
Screll Jones

st

Masd. Pat Akehurst
Pleuro. Tripterantha
Ctsm. Sp.

1
nd
2
3 rd

Habenraria repens
Spiranthes odorata
Spiranthes odorata

1 st
nd
2
rd
3

Terrestrials
Ken Mettler
Ken Mettler
Ken Mettler
.

Annual Growers Contest
The year is winding slowly through the dog days and our friendly competition continues unabated. It is good to
see so many folks bringing plants for the show table. Just so you remember, in our continuing first and hereafter
annual growers contest, points are awarded for plants that ribbon and/or are shown at the monthly show table
and also for plants that are awarded/ribboned/shown at the various away orchid shows that COOS attends.
Wei-Yi Chen, our master statistician and overall point guru, has compiled the updated results. These totals
include the show table through July as well as the Dayton, Lansing, Akron, West Shore, Cincinnati and Central
Indiana shows and the Spring MAOC show in Illinois. Show those plants.
Grower

Points

Grower

Points

Thom Weiland
Bill & Ruth Cavanaugh
Tom & Pat Stinson
Tom Bell-Games
Tennis Maynard
Screll Jones
Naila Caruso
Dave Evans
Don Weber
Tom Franczak
Edna Markley
Clifton Hynum
Russ Vernon & Anita Martin
Edwina Carreon
Ken Mettler
Nancy Wagner
Susan Allison
Harold Blazier
Lawanda Martin

306
257
245
218
202
153
92
88
76
68
59
48
45
34
31
24
28
28
22

Elly Campbell
Jim Fagan
Ed Davis
Lori Baldwin
Waunita Kerr
Dianna Wears
Dave Sayers
Kim and John Marshall
Sue Dervin
Dan Willis
Ann Rehark
Ann Dougherty
James Feibel
Steve Pendleton
Lew Beamon
Margaret Sweschel
Wei-Yi Chen
Sarah Binder
Barbara Parmalee
Dennis Eifel
Deb Parkman

20
15
15
13
12
11
11
8
7
5
5
3
3
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1

As the gathering of tags to identify plants shown and/or awarded has always been a somewhat inexact science to
date, we may have missed someone or someones. If you showed plants and you feel you were not credited,
please contact Wei, Thom or me so that we can update the tally.
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2007 COOS Calendar
October 18
November 3-4
November 15

Meeting – Marni Turkel – Dry Rest Orchids
Mini-show
Potluck Dinner

Board Meetings. Board meetings will generally be held the second Tuesday of odd numbered months with the
exception of September:
January 9
July 10
March 13
September 11
May 8
November 13

2008 COOS Calendar
January 17, 2008
February 21
March 20
March 29/30
April 17
May 15
June 19
July 20
September 25
October 16
November 1-2
November 20

Meeting – Dennis D’Allesandro New Paphiopedilums of Viet Nam (Gypsy Glenn Orchids)
Meeting – Linda Wilhelm – Oncidium types and their culture. (Woodland Orchids)
Meeting – Barbara Tisherman – Exhibits and Displays
Central Ohio Orchid Society Annual Show
Meeting – Martin Motes – Intergeneric Vandaceous Hybrids (Motes Orchids)
Meeting (speaker to be determined)
Meeting (speaker to be determined)
Picnic – Not set for Franklin Park Conservatory grounds
Meeting (speaker to be determined)
Meeting (speaker to be determined)
Mini-show
Potluck Dinner

Board Meetings. Board meetings will generally be held the second Tuesday of odd numbered months with the
exception of September:
January 10
July 8
March 11
September 9
May 13
November 11

Spathoglottis affinis
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\
Dracula hawleyi

Dracula wallisii

REGIONAL SHOWS: The following are upcoming shows within a reasonable (Yes, reasonable is relative to your
orchid addiction) distance from the central Ohio area:

October 13-14

Illinois Orchid Society Show, Chicago Botanic Gardens, 1000 Lake Cook Rd., Glencoe, IL.
Contact: Sandy Fuller, 352 Cheryl Lane, Palatine, IL 60067; (847) 977-5842;
sjfuller62@comcast.net.

October 13-14

Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania Show, Phipps Garden Center, 1059 Shady Ave.,
Pittsburgh, PA. Contact: Edye VanDyke, 840 Old Mill Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15238; (412) 9639790; ecvandyke@verizon.net

October 20-21

Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society Show, Krohn Conservatory, 1501 Eden Park Dr., Cincinnati,
OH. Contact: Patricia June, 5794 Butler Warren Rd., Mason, OH 45040; (513) 398-1332;
rogerjune@aol.com.

October 27-28

Michiana Orchid Society Show, Holy Cross College, 54515 State Road 933 North, Notre Dame,
IN. Contact: Sandy Ohlund, 3888 East 600 North, Rolling Prairie, IN 46371; (219) 778-4457;
sohlund@csinet.net.

November 16-18

Orchid Society of Greater Kansas City Show and MAOC, Hilton Garden Inn, 19677 E. Jackson
Dr., Independence, MO. Contact: Elizabeth Martin, 15523 Johnson Dr., Shawnee, KS 66127;
(913) 248-8669; bethdougm@kc.rr.com.
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Editor’s Corner:
Well, Fall is here, somewhere!!! With temps in the 90’s in October you have to kind of wonder, don’t you? But
the days grow shorter, the nights grow longer, funny how that works, and the summer is gone. With the Fall
comes the new slate of Officers that will take over the stewardship of the society come January. If you are not
familiar with all of the names on the slate, please take the time to become acquainted. Please be patient if they
do not know you. Please give us your ideas on what you think will make your society a better one for all of us.
Remember that Officers are just members who are trying to make the society dynamic, interesting and fun. We
all have ideas on how to do that but we do not have the corner on ideas that will pursue that goal. So speak up.
It’s like the lottery, you can’t win if you don’t play and you can’t influence the direction of your society if you
don’t speak your mind. Now mind you, I can’t guarantee that everyone will agree with you…but we will listen
to you, discuss your proposals and try to implement the ideas that seem appropriate. I would also ask that you
thank the members who are standing for Office, finding folks who could and would was tough, and start
thinking now about what you can contribute during the next two years as active committee members or perhaps
as Officers when next we do this again. Our Society is only as good as the sum of its parts and the whole works
better when all of the parts contribute.
Enough of the long term stuff, remember we have a mini-show the first weekend in November and we will need
lots of help to make it go. It is actually fun and if you haven’t participated to this point, we encourage you to
take part. Contact Nancy Wagener to find out what volunteers are needed.

Bill C.

Hospitality
We give thanks to all of you who provided the goodies at the September meeting especially to Tom and Rosina BellGames. Also a huge thank you, in advance, to all of those who have signed up to provide snacks and goodies for the
upcoming meetings. Below is a list of who has signed up for future dates and the month they signed for. As is ever the
case, the spots highlighted in red and reading Volunteer Needed, have no volunteers. So for those of you who have a
burning desire, or not, to volunteer in October, you will note that that month has almost NO volunteers. We need you to
give Naila a call or sign up at the next meeting to let her know you would like to add your name to the merriment roster.
If you have to cancel try to get a person from the following month to switch or ring Naila to change months.
Also of note on the hospitality front, Clifton Hynum, noted orchidophile and raconteur, will be taking over the
management of the hospitality table. I’m told Naila will keep a small hand in but Clif is taking over the heavy lifting. It is
an important and, as are most, under-appreciated job. Please give Clif and Naila what assistance you can during the
transition and answer the call when Clif asks for next seasons volunteers. We need people to sign up now for January and
February.
2007
October
October
October

Volunteer Needed
Ruth Cavanaugh
Volunteer Needed

November - Pot Luck Dinner

If you have already volunteered for one of these dates, bless you and I will list your name as soon as I have it, just as a
reminder.
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c/o BILL CAVANAUGH
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