Newsletter Editor: Tom Bell-Games, tbellgames@burnip.com

August/September 2004

BOARD MEETING: Wednesday, September 8, 2004. All members are welcome to
attend. The Board will meet in the Franklin Park Conservatory Library at 6:30 p.m.
NEXT ORCHID SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING: Thursday, September 23, 2004

Beginners’ Corner 7:30 p.m. with Ken and Dawn Mettler, in the Library
Regular Meeting 8:00 p.m. Franklin Park Conservatory classrooms

PLEASE NOTE, THE SEPTEMBER MEETING WILL BE THE 4TH
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH.
Welcome back to our Franklin Park Conservatory venue after the summer hiatus. (Will we recognize it without
the Chihuly exhibit??)
On September 23rd we will be joined by Mr. Dennis D'Alessandro, who will address us on the topic of The
Orchids of Ecuador and Bolivia.
Dennis D'Alessandro began growing orchids over 25 years ago and in 1977 moved to southern Ecuador where he
was curator of the orchid collection at Orquideario Predesur, a botanical garden dedicated to the cultivation of the
native orchid species of Ecuador.
Since then he has collected and cataloged over 1000 specimens, of which over 80 species were new to science.
Mr. D'Alessandro now divides his time between Ecuador where he maintains an orchid nursery in the town of
Vilcabamba, and the United States where he is the owner of Gypsy Glen Orchids (http://gypsyglenorchids.com/) in
Beaver, Pa.
As if his expertise with South American orchids were not enough, Dennis has much to offer about the orchids of
Borneo, Indonesia and Vietnam ... but we'll save those topics for future meetings :-)
Join us at the nearby Bag O' Nails restaurant 6-ish for a bite to eat before the meeting.
Tom Franczak
IMPORTANT NOTE – THE FRANKLIN PARK CONSERVATORY HAS ASKED THAT WE ONLY
PARK IN THE MAIN PARKING LOT. YOU MAY LOAD AND UNLOAD IN THE LOADING
AREA. PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN THE LOADING AREA OR ALONG THE SIDE DRIVE.

The July meeting was our annual picnic, once again held at the home of Jim and Eloise Harper. It turned out to be a
beautiful day with good food (provided by all) and a welcome highlight to summer. As a special treat, Jim pulled some
terrific plants from their greenhouse and used these as door prizes for everyone. For those that didn’t make it – you missed
a lot of fun!

We have had one of the nicest summers in recent
memory with only one or two days getting up into the
90’s. This cool weather may result in a bit of a change in
the blooming of some of your orchids – some of the
warmth loving plants may wait until next year to put on a
show while some of the cooler growers may do better
since they haven’t been as stressed as they usually are
in summer. With fall coming (the days are already
growing shorter) you may want to consider some fall
cleaning chores. Now is a good opportunity to clean out
our winter growing areas while we can still safely house
plants out of doors (this is true for greenhouse and nongreenhouse growers alike). A clean growing area is
helpful in keeping our plants in best health as dead
leaves and debris can be a source of the spread of
bacterial and fungal problems.
In addition to the growing area, you should also take a
close look at your plants and consider implementing a
series of treatments for pests (whether you see any or
not). In mild weather, you can spray out of doors and
not be quite so concerned about your personal exposure
to any chemicals you are using. Spraying pesticides
inside is generally not a good idea. If you spray your
plants outside, choose an overcast day, preferably in the
afternoon in order to avoid the usually bad combination
of sun and pesticides/oil sprays/etc. For best results,
repeat your treatment two or three times about 5 days
apart. This ensures you reach any pests at various
stages of growth. If you have been using one pesticide
regularly, consider changing to another for a series of
treatments to minimize the potential of pests building up

resistance to the pesticide. By treating your plants now,
you will minimize the number of pests you have to deal
with this winter. If you are looking for treatments which
don’t use harsh chemicals, consider a horticultural oil.
The AOS has published a nice book, “Orchid Pests and
Diseases”, which identifies common pests and gives
helpful advice on how to treat for them. Our society still
has a few copies of this booklet at the reasonable price
of $12.00.
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The Central Ohio Orchid Society has purchased a good number of copies of An Orchidist’s
Lexicon, published by the Oregon Orchid Society. The Oregon Orchid Society has
recently published a new edition of this wonderful booklet, subtitled “With a Pronouncing
Glossary of Orchid Terms”. This 2004 second edition is a welcome addition to any orchid
library. The Oregon Orchid Society is to be commended on their work in putting together
this helpful text. This booklet begins with a description of the defining characteristics of
orchids (can you name them?). This is followed by a listing of intergeneric crosses (and
how many of these do you know?). Presented next is a listing of basic family taxonomy.
Also included is a list of generic names, including suggestions as to proper pronunciation as
well as background information on the names of various genera. The main portion of the
text is a listing of common taxonomic terminology with easily understandable definitions.
Additional sections include a list of common names for orchids, a list of fragrant orchids,
AND a list of orchids with an unpleasant fragrance. To top things off, this booklet includes
temperature conversions and conversion tables for liquid measurement.
At 96 pages, this is a very helpful little book. Hats off to the Oregon Orchid Society for
keeping this in print. If you have been looking for a single source that explains taxonomic
terminology, this is the book for you. Lukily, this book also includes a great deal of
additional information. And best of all, it is available at a very reasonable price. To
purchase a copy, contact one of the COOS board members at the next meeting; the cost is
$8.00 for members of the Society.

In spite of our best efforts, some plants just refuse to grow as they
should – but don’t give up. Catasetums naturally go through
periods of extreme dormancy. After blooming, these plants (and
related genera such as Mormodes and Cycnoches) loose their
leaves and completely stop growing. These become so dormant
that watering at the wrong time can result in rot with potential for
loss of the entire plant (believe me, I can confirm this by
experience). Nonetheless, every once in a while a plant refuses to
come out of dormancy. To encourage a reluctant grower, you
might lightly spritz the pseudobulbs from time to time to minimize
shrinkage of the pseudobulbs. The Catasetum maculatum in this
photograph was such a plant. After a dormant period of over a
year, this eventually formed three new growths at nodes along the
upper portions of the pseudobulb. With no new roots at the base
of the plant, what to do? After the roots on the new growths
reached about an inch or so, the pseudobulb was laid on a bed of
moist sphagnum moss. This enabled the roots to draw moisture while avoiding moisture at the base of the main
pseudobulb. Unfortunately, water sat in one of the growths and rot set in on that growth. The others are now large
enough that they can be safely separated from the parent pseudobulbs and grown as regular plants with lots of warmth
and light.
After obtaining an unpotted Bulbophyllum echinolabium, the
leaves all promptly dropped. Sound familiar? This is an all too
common problem with imported plants that are not established (a
good reason to purchase plants from local growers). In this case,
patience has paid off. After about a year and a half of periodic
watering and bright light, along with a bit of extra warmth, this
plant is finally sending up a new growth. Back bulbs and other
leafless pseudobulbs can, at times, be encouraged to initiate new
growth through a dormant eye. Moisture, generally warm
temperatures, and luck can work together to encourage a “lost
cause” to become a real plant again. This works even better
when you have divided a large plant. If you can, try to start with
at least three back-bulbs, give them a little extra loving care, and
be prepared to possibly end up with another viable plant!

WE NEED YOUR HELP ! – Please send us a short article for upcoming newsletters. For inclusion in the next newsletter,
deadlines are the end of each month. The newsletter editor can be contacted at : tbellgames@burnip.com or by writing to
Tom Bell-Games, 1615 Andover Road, Columbus, Ohio 43212.

UPCOMING MEETINGS: If you know of a good speaker or have an interest in a particular topic for one of our monthly
meetings, please forward your suggestions to Tom Franczak at 614.868.5636
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: Please contact Tom Bell-Games at: tbellgames@burnip.com if you want to contribute an article
to the newsletter or have an announcement to be included in the newsletter.
Regional Shows: The following are upcoming orchid shows within a reasonable distance.
Sept 18-19

Indiana Orchid Society Show. Contact: Lee and Neale Merriman, 4009 N 600 E, Franklin, IN 46131

THE CENTRAL OHIO ORCHID SOCIETY
c/o TOM BELL-GAMES
1615 ANDOVER ROAD
COLUMBUS, OH 43212
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